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Community Chorus
(South)

Spring/Summer 2019
Call Out Information

Fidelio - part of WNO’s Freedom Season
About the WNO Community Chorus
Did you know that when WNO first formed back in 1946, the Chorus was actually made up of local amateur singers who rehearsed weekly above a motor garage?  The company’s connection with local amateur singers remains strong and although WNO’s  main Chorus has been professional for many years we remain committed to our local communities and community singers demonstrated in part through our programme of work with our Community Chorus.  

In its current form, WNO Community Chorus is not a set group of singers; each WNO Community Chorus is brought together especially for a specific performance, has its own sign up process and is occasionally auditioned depending on the nature of the final performance.  This allows a range of opportunities to be a part of WNO, at differing levels of commitment and for different types of performance.

Our 2019 Community Chorus Opportunity
[bookmark: _GoBack]Welsh National Opera is looking for up to 80 enthusiastic singers to form a new Community Chorus who will perform alongside WNO’s world-renowned Chorus and the BBC National Orchestra of Wales as part of WNO’s forthcoming high-profile ‘Freedom’ Season in June next year.  https://wno.org.uk/freedom

‘Freedom’ is a season of five operas and debates about human rights, migration and political imprisonment, topics of global concern today. The season is an opportunity to explore the themes through a rich repertoire of operatic work, talks, discussion and debate.
Singing side-by-side with WNO’s celebrated Chorus and world-class soloists, our new Community Chorus will perform the final rousing celebratory chorus – a hymn to liberty – at the end of Act 2 of Beethoven’s opera Fidelio. Fidelio will form the 2nd half of a double-bill which starts with Dallapiccola’s one-act opera Il prigioniero and it will be performed on the Donald Gordon Stage of the Wales Millennium Centre. 

WNO’s Artistic Director, David Pountney, will be directing the piece with Lothar Koenigs (previous WNO Music Director) conducting. Community Chorus Master, Kate Woolveridge, will rehearse the Community Chorus handing over the musical reins to WNO’s current Chorus Master, Andrew Greenwood, to knit all the singers together prior to the final rehearsals with the Orchestra and soloists which will be conducted by Lothar. 

The piece will be sung in German and as part of the rehearsals choristers will be joined by a German coach to help finesse their language skills.  

Who can take part?
To be eligible to apply you need to:

· Be 18 years old or over
· Be able to attend an audition in February 2019 on one of the dates listed below
· Be confident in your singing ability
· Have some ability to read music (there will be no additional learning resources available for this project)
· Be committed and be able to attend all the rehearsals outlined below –  a maximum of 1 pre-arranged missed rehearsal (of 3 hours) will be permissible if absolutely necessary
	NB - We understand that on occasion unforeseen circumstances such as illness 	may prevent you from attending rehearsal(s) however should you need to miss 	more than one rehearsal then it may not be possible for you to take part in the 	rest of the project.
· Be available for the performance on Friday 14 June 2019 
 
How do I join?
To apply to take part in this project, please complete the online application form or alternatively should you experience any difficulties with the online application, please  download the form as a pdf and return your completed form by post or email to:

Branwen Jones
Community Chorus Manager
Youth & Community Department
Welsh National Opera
Wales Millennium Centre
Bute Place
CARDIFF  CF10 5AL

Email: branwen.jones@wno.org.uk including ‘WNO Community Chorus – Fidelio’ in the subject line

Applications need to have been received at WNO by 5.00 pm on Friday 1st February 2019.  Please note that any applications received after that date will not be considered.  You will then be invited to take part in a short informal audition.

The audition 
This is a very relaxed and quick affair, please don't be put off! We'd like to hear you sing a song, in any language, and it can be a folk song, hymn or favourite song of yours. There will be an accompanist to play the piano with you if you need one. You may also be asked to do pitch or scale exercises in order to help identify your vocal range.

Following the audition you will be advised as soon as possible whether you have been successful.  As ever we aspire to have the most equal balance of voices across the voice types as possible.

What are the project dates?

Auditions:
Auditions will be taking place in the evening on the following dates:

Friday 15 February 
Tuesday 19 February 
Wednesday 20 February 
Thursday 21 February 
Friday 22 February 

Rehearsal and Performance Schedule

Music rehearsals (Community Chorus only)
Sunday 7 April 2019		10 am – 1 pm & 2 – 5 pm
Sunday 14 April 2019	10 am – 1 pm & 2 – 5 pm
Sunday 28 April 2019	10 am – 1 pm & 2 – 5 pm
Sunday 5 May 2019		2 – 5 pm
Thursday 9 May 2019	6 – 9 pm 
Sunday 19 May 2019	2 – 5 pm
Wednesday 22 May 2019	6– 9 pm

Music rehearsals together with WNO Chorus

Wednesday 29 May 2019	6.30 – 9.30 pm   
Thursday 30 May 2019	6.30 – 9.30 pm   
Monday 10 June 2019	6.30 – 9.30 pm

Rehearsals with all artists including orchestra
Wednesday 12 June 2019	6.30 – 9.30 pm
Thursday 13 June 2019	6.30 – 9.30 pm

Performance
Friday 14 June 2019		Performance at 7.30 pm,  exact call time to be confirmed.

Is there a cost?
There is a cost of £50 per singer to take part in the project and a refundable deposit of £10 is payable to cover your music and folder. These fees will be payable at the first rehearsal.
Should this fee cause any concern, please contact WNO Community Chorus Manager, Branwen Jones at branwen.jones@wno.org.uk.

Why should I take part?
· Because as part of the project you will be led by world-class artists of the operatic world in rehearsal and performance
· Because you’ll learn new skills or enhance existing ones
· Because it is a rare opportunity to perform on Wales’ most prestigious stage
· Because you will become part of the history of your National opera company
· Because you’ll make up to 79 new like-minded friends!
· Because it will be rewarding and fun

And don’t just take it from us, here’s what one of our current cohort said last month after rehearsal :

“Superb rehearsal I thought…..A joy to be a part of.” -  Community Chorus Tenor

WNO runs Community Chorus projects every year which are open to those who have taken part before but we actively welcome new singers.   Projects vary in scale and style and many are open-access where an audition is not required.  So if you love to sing but this project is just not quite your thing, do email branwen.jones@wno.org.uk  with your contact information requesting to be included on our Community Chorus database to ensure that you are amongst the first to hear of upcoming opportunities.  

We look forward to hearing from you


JENNIFER HILL					BRANWEN JONES
Youth & Community Producer			Community Chorus Manager (South) 
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