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In Parenthesis

‘A packed Wales Millennium Centre cheered
and cheered.” Richard Bratby,
The Spectator on In Parenthesis



In Parenthesis

In Parenthesis world premiere

>


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cDIAAv1Ntyc

In Parenthesis



In Parenthesis

WNO Field

>


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oB-Z5x9F2xs




‘Since | joined WNO in December 2015

| have been struck by the extraordinary
and committed collection of singers,
musicians, craftspeople, technicians and
administrators that make WNO what it is.
Commissioning the brand new opera In
Parenthesis as part of our 70th anniversary
celebrations and to mark the centenary
of The Battle of the Somme was a perfect
example of what the totality of the
Company does. A huge array of
accompanying arts, digital, community and
school activities and various partnership
projects not only extended the WNO
audience, but made a real difference

and ensured wide-ranging engagement.
It demonstrated the relevance of Welsh
National Opera as it continues to cement
its place as an integral part of our artistic
and civic society and of communities
across Wales and beyond.’

Leonora Thomson, Managing Director,
Welsh National Opera

"...Annilese Miskimmon’s absorbing new
staging’ Richard Morrison,

The Times on I puritani

‘Rosa Feola spun Elvira’s winding
melodies into gold.” Steph Power,

The Independent on I puritani



"..that rare thing: a modern opera that exerts an immediate
emotional impact’ Rupert Christiansen, The Telegraph
on Figaro Gets a Divorce

‘...a gorgeously scored new opera.” George Hall, The Stage
on Figaro Gets a Divorce

‘The highlight of the year for me was the premiere of Elena
Langer’s Figaro Gets a Divorce. With this performance WNO
demonstrated its commitment to new work, and produced an
opera which celebrated characters familiar from The Marriage of
Figaro in a taut new dramatic plot which built towards a touchingly
tender conclusion which our audiences found genuinely moving.’
David Pountney, WNO Artistic Director



‘The performances underlined the excellence of this
world-class opera company which can look forward
to more success in the next 75 years, especially

as it aims to deepen its relationship with the Welsh
communities out of which it grew’

Peter Collins, The Western Mail

on Cavalleria rusticana & Pagliacci

‘| worked on a wide range of projects in the 70th
anniversary year, conducting the rarely performed
I puritani, lain Bell's new work In Parenthesis,

the classic Cavalleria rusticana & Pagliacci (that
WNO performed in its first season back in 1946)
as well as a memorable concert with the WNO
Community Chorus. Such variety demonstrates the
great strength of WNO, innovating and reaching
new audiences while also honouring the past and
stimulating public involvement. Welsh National
Opera is an exceptional opera company, created
by the people for the people and, as a past Music
Director and now Conductor Laureate, it gives me
immense joy to come back to conduct here.’
Carlo Rizzi, WNO Conductor Laureate



‘The spirited WNO Chorus and Orchestra were on blazing form.’
Fiona Maddocks, The Observer on I puritani

‘The WNO Chorus and Orchestra assert themselves with pride’
Rian Evans, The Guardian on Cavalleria rusticana & Pagliacci

‘Loved Handel’s Orlando, it’s stylish and ingenious 1940s setting
and acting the part of ‘a hospital nurse’ to the title role.’
Helen Greenaway, WNO Chorus



Making opera matter, NOW

Great opera, NOW

15,933

total number of people who
attended a WNO concert

orchestra concerts
in nine locations

900

children were estimated
to have attended our
Family Concert

iOS users can view this video here. Q

WNO Family Concert 2016. Photo by Kirsten McTernan

Reaching further, NOW

The future, NOW

Together, NOW

Beyond the
mMain stage

The WNO Orchestra is always busy and its concert
activity helps to ensure great performances are
never out of reach across our touring regions. Our
Orchestra was in demand at festivals and concert
halls across the UK. Their performances at St
David’s Hall, Cardiff were a key part of the Hall’s
International Concert Series, performing popular
work alongside new commissions.

Another highlight was the rapturously received
concert performance of Tosca starring Bryn Terfel
which was part of Wales Millennium Centre’s 10th
anniversary celebrations.

Our new programme of Family Concerts will

give many children a first taste of opera and
classical music. The first, hugely fun concert
welcomed around 900 children and their families.
Using digital technology, pre-show activities and
encouraging a relaxed atmosphere, this was an
engaging, interactive and magical experience.
Ticket prices were set to ensure a family could
attend for no more than £40, with under 5s
attending free of charge.

‘A fantastic afternoon for us adults and

our children (aged from 6 to 11). Really
inspired and captivated them. You all

did a great job.” Family Concert attender

Great value, NOW
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Sq_hmXm2oY

‘We are proud to support Welsh National
Opera, a company which is celebrating its
70th anniversary and continues to be at
the heart of a thriving national arts scene.
WNO provides extraordinary experiences
by premiering new work and reinventing
the old. They prove to audiences, at home
and beyond, that opera is a vibrant, truly
contemporary art form. By providing

a stage to some of our best singers,
technicians, designers, musicians and
composers, WNO is also crucial to our
creative economy.’

Phil George, Chairman, Arts Council

of Wales

‘Arts Council England is proud of our long
term relationship with Welsh National Opera
and its touring programme in England. The
milestones and innovative productions over
your glorious 70 years are too numerous to
name but we wish you many more of them.’
Peter Phillips, Midlands Area Chairman,
Arts Council England



Making opera matter, NOW Great opera, NOW Reaching further, NOW The future, NOW Together, NOW Great value, NOW

—“eaching
urther, NOW

In 2015/2016 WNO reached more people in more ways. With a large number of
new attenders, a growing digital audience, cinema screenings, digital broadcast
and other projects, we have connected with audiences far beyond the theatre.
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Tweets in praise of WNO included:

‘What an excellent ‘Last night’s
opera Figaro Gets a In Parenthesis was
Divorce is. Great music, incredibly moving,
great production, singing & sets were
great opera.’ excellent, a great tribute
Debra Swain to David Jones.’

Trevor McCrory







Making opera matter, NOW
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Great opera, NOW

Opera brings people together. Singing has many
benefits and we want to share them with more
people. Our Youth & Community department was
busier than ever, offering more opportunities for
people from different backgrounds to participate
in our projects.

Welsh National Opera’s roots lie in the local
community. In honour of these roots in our 70th
year and to bring people together who love to
sing, this year, a new community chorus was
formed. The WNO Community Chorus gives
participants an opportunity to take part and be
involved in the community at WNO. This new
project kicked off with foyer performances at Wales
Millennium Centre and at National Museum Cardiff.

10,699 283

total number of
participatory sessions

total number of
participants

2,686 3

Youth & Community
performances

total number of Youth
& Community audience
members

Community Chorus. Photo by Kirsten McTernan

Reaching further, NOW The future, NOW

The WNO Community Chorus was at the heart of
a special, celebratory 70 Years of WNO concert.
They performed alongside the WNO Orchestra,
Royal Welsh College of Music & Drama soloists
and Forget-me-Not Chorus, a charity that supports
people with dementia and their families through
weekly singing sessions. This concert was part
of Wales Millennium Centre’s Festival of Voice
during which we also took part in the Access All
Arias project which brought opera into everyday
situations and environments.

Our work in communities reached out across our
touring regions. Come & Sing projects took place
in Cardiff, Llandudno and at the London Welsh
Centre, as well as Opera Engage community
projects in Southampton and Caernarfon.

Together, NOW Great value, NOW

‘Thanks for all you and your team did for
us. A great experience from start to finish.’
Helen Timms, WNO Community Chorus
member

‘Thanks for making the experience such

a wonderfully memorable one. | think we all
felt very privileged to have taken part and
grateful to be treated in such a professional
way.” Sarah Driscoll, WNO Community
Chorus member



-ngaging children, NOW


https://vimeo.com/147043364
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‘Thank you so much from Nora and me for the opportunity to
continue to attend the YO classes for the third term. Nora improved
her confidence on stage, made a few friends and of course, is
singing her heart out at every occasion. We are very grateful. Also
we wanted to wish you all the best for your amazing performances.
Those are great days to remember for the kids and their family.
Thank you for all your hard work!’

Raffa PerraCarta (parent 10 — 14 age group)

*...this brilliant production...documentary opera at its most
compelling...Polly Graham’s inclusive, immersive, promenade-style
staging, almost cinematic in its boldness...a sterling team effort.’
Rian Evans, The Guardian on Kommilitonen!
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the number of
co-productions
we presented

the number of
co-productions
presented by other
opera houses

the number of opera
companies who hired
our productions.
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‘WNO is one of Wales’ most extraordinary ~ ‘David Pountney’s imaginative programming

institutions, growing over 70 remarkable has kept the company amongst the leaders
years to become an internationally- of UK opera production. | have become
recognised opera company with a increasingly aware of the huge contribution

world-renowned reputation. As well as live ~ WNO makes to Welsh culture and society
opera performances the Company is intent  with its Youth and Community programme,
on reaching yet wider and more diverse which was well illustrated by the summer
audiences digitally and through a range of  production of Kommilitonen! in Barry.’
schools, youth and community projects in ~ Andrew Fletcher, WNO Supporter
England and Wales. We can be justifiably

proud of the Company’s success, the value ‘We are pleased to be working with WNO ]
it creates and the contribution it makes because as a premium Welsh brand

culturally, socially and economically.’ ourselves, Penderyn aspires to represent o
Mark Molyneux, Chairman, “Wales to the world” and we seek out =
Welsh National Opera partnerships with organisations that can ]

do the same. The process of making
Single Malt Welsh Whisky is a wonderful
combination of art and science. We
celebrate WNO as part of Wales’ rich
artistic heritage and because WNO
continues to deliver a world class
experience to its audiences and reflects
our own premium brand values.’
Stephen Davies, Managing Director,
Penderyn Whisky
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Thank you

Welsh National Opera
would like to express its
gratitude to its supporters
in 2015/2016:

Arts Council of Wales

Arts Council England

14-18 NOW: WW1 Centenary Art
Commissions, supported by the National
Lottery through the Heritage Lottery Fund
and Arts Council England and by the
Department for Culture Media and Sport

Business Partners and Sponsors
Arts & Business Cymru
Associated British Ports
Capital Apartments

Chewton Glen Hotel and Spa
Eversheds LLP

Champagne Laurent Perrier
MAC Cosmetics

Mosimann’s

Penderyn Distillery

Lexus Cardiff

Welsh Government

Walpole

Go Compare

Institute of Directors
Business in the Community

Trusts and Foundations —

Angus Allnatt Charitable Trust

The Boltini Trust

William A Cadbury Trust

Leonard Chadwick Charitable Trust
Cockayne — Grants for the Arts
John S Cohen Foundation
Colwinston Charitable Trust

The London Community Foundation
Gwendoline and Margaret Davies Charity
Dunard Fund

The John Feeney Charitable Trust
Joseph Strong Frazer Trust

Joyce Fletcher Charitable Trust
Genesis Foundation

Gibbs Charitable Trust

G C Gibson Settlement

Simon Gibson Charitable Trust

The Jane Hodge Foundation
Jenour Foundation

Weston Jerwood Creative Bursary
The Nicholas John Trust

Kobler Trust

The Kirby Laing Foundation
Heritage Lottery Fund

Millichope Foundation

The Space

Unity Theatre Trust

Barbara Whatmore Charitable Trust
Garfield Weston Foundation
Worshipful Company of Spectacle Makers
The Wolfson Foundation

29th May 1961 Charitable Trust

2 anonymous

Artistic Director’s Circle
Anthony & Elizabeth Bunker
Ann & Giles Currie

Andrew Fletcher

David Macfarlane

Marian & Gordon Pell
Mathew Prichard

Clive & Sylvia Richards
John Ward

Diamond Patrons
Philippa & David Seligman

WNO Commissions Group
Anthony & Elizabeth Bunker
Sir Alan & Lady Cox

Geraint & Elizabeth Talfan Davies
Dr Julia Ellis

Luke Gardiner

Mrs Paula Hyman

Peter & Veronica Lofthouse
David Macfarlane

William & Felicity Mather
Marian & Gordon Pell

Dr David Speller

John Ward

Anonymous

WNO Bel Canto Syndicate
Clive & Sylvia Richards
Neville & Nicola Abraham
Anonymous

Dr Julia Ellis

Colin & Sylvia Fletcher

Harry Hyman

Judith Lewis

Sir Timothy & Lady Lloyd
David Macfarlane

William & Felicity Mather
Hugh & Eleanor Paget
Sebastian & Frances Payne
Marian & Gordon Pell

Mr & Mrs Anthony Pitt-Rivers
Ivor Samuels & Gerry Wakelin
John Ward

Martin & Veronica Warner

WNO Bursaries

Anthony Evans Scholarship
Chris Ball Bursary

Sir John Moores Award
Parry Family Bursary
Schéfer Bursary

Mary Warner Trust

WNO Partners
Patron: Bryn Terfel CBE

WNO Orchestra Circle
WNO Idloes Owen Society
WNO Friends

American Friends of WNO



| ooking forward

Highlights to look forward to in 2016/2017
include:

Keep in touch with WNO





